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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 QUEBEC 00275 221956Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EURE-00 TRSE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 
PM-05 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 
PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 /070W 

041164 222005Z/46 

P 221810Z JUL 77 
FM AMCONSUL QUEBEC 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1055 
INFO AMEMBASSY OTTAWA PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL MONTREAL 

UNCLAS QUEBEC 0275 

EO 11652: NA 

TAGS: PINT CA 

SUB J : LEVESQUE AND BURNS 

REF: QUEBEC 0273 

1 . AT HIS WEEKLY PRESS CONFERENCE YESTERDAY (JULY 21), RENE 
LEVESQUE BLAMED EVERYTHING FROM 'SUMMER MADNESS" TO MINISTERIAL 
EXHAUSTION FOR THE FAILURE OF THE GOVERNMENT'S PARLIAMENTARY 
MANEUVER ON BILLS ONE/1 01. AS REPORTED REFTEL, PQ PARLIAMENTARY 
LEADER ROBERT BURNS IS TAKING THE HEAT FOR THE SNAFU, IS 
UNHAPPY ABOUT HAVING TO DO SO, AND HAS OFFERED TO RESIGN FROM HIS 
POST 

AS PARLIAMENTARY LEADER. LEVESQUE INDICATED, HOWEVER, THAT 
BURNS WOULD CONTINUE AS GOVERNMENT HOUSE LEADER AT LEAST THROUGH 
THE END OF THE CURRENT SESSION. 

2. LEVESQUE ACKNOWLEDGED GRUDGINGLY THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD ERRED IN 

NOT ALLOWING THE PARLIAMENTARY COMMISSION ON BILL ONE TO PRESENT 
ITS FINDINGS TO THE ASSEMBLY, AND ADMITTED THE BLAME WAS 
PARTLY HIS OWN SINCE HIS CHEF DE CABINET, LOUIS BERTRAND. HAD 
"SAT IN ON" THE STRATEGY SESSION FOR THE INTRODUCTION OF BILL 101. 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 QUEBEC 00275 221956Z 


3. THIS LUKEWARM MEA CULPA HAS EVIDENTLY NOT MOLLIFIED THE 
IRATE BURNS. WHEN ASKED HIS REACTION TO LEVESQUE'S 
COMMENT THAT BURNS WAS OVERTIRED AND OVERWORKED, BURNS SAID 
THAT THE PM WAS ENTITLED TO HIS OPINION BUT, AS FOR HIMSELF, 

HE FELT FINE. 
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4. BY WAY OF POSTSCRIPT, THE LIBERALS' CENSURE MOTION 
WAS DEFEATED LATE LAST NIGHT, AS EXPECTED, ON A STRAIGHT 
PARTY LINE VOTE 49-26, AND MESSRS BURNS AND LAURIN RESUMED 
THEIR SEATS IN THE ASSEMBLY CHAMBER. 

MCNAMARA 
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